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them because they didn't know that eighty million Antichrists were
taking the freshness off the world they so very much wanted to
sample. Towards ten Paul came saying lie had been thrown out of
his hotel, which was taken over by the Germans. Could lie sloop
in my flat? I looked at the toad and said yes. I'm sorry, hut fin
made that way. We sat drinking red wine and Paul said linglaml
was finished. Her end had come. Finis Ancjlific, he said. 1 said,
never. He said it was ridiculous to be attached to a lost cause,
especially as the cause didn't belong to me. 1 said f was no man of
property, and then we listened to the noise on the stairs.
Since the concierge was still away the door was still ajar.
Apparently, German soldiers decided that the dark staircase on the
other side of the inviting open door was the ideal spot for cheap
love. Their heavy boots crunched up and down tho stairs. Their
drunken laughter was now and then interrupted by the shnVks ami
cursing of the women. Ironi those noises it was easy l<> roach the
conclusion that ton or so soldiers would come into the house at a
time. With one woman for llio whole lot of them, and after noisy,
drunken love-making, they would refuse to pay her. The woman
shrieked and cursed, and the soldiers, losing their tempers, struck
her.
One woman was genuinely beaten up. That was after midnight.
The episode took place on the landing outside my Hat. llavin"
satisfied the desires of her heavy-booted clients, she asked for
money. A soldier said no. The poor creature explained that1 id en
France a woman got paid for that. The, Germans answered she wa$
no longer in France, she was in Germany. His companions guffawed
and they began to go clown the. stairs. [ think she tried to stop them,
I don't know. Anyway, they gave her a terrific hiding and because
now she shrieked sale Bochc she was beaten harder. Tn a book for
boys I would have rushed to bor help, f didn't*. What I did was to
tell Dodo to be quiet, for she was barking and whining and looked
wretched. That sort of thing went on the whole night. Paul said
finis Anyliac. I said, never. In the morning the stairs and entrance
hall wore In a disgusting state. The vases on the landings were
knocked down. The old man's wife was shivering on the landing
fearing it would be next time the turn of her jewels.
To be fair to the Germans I must state that in the first two
months they were generous with women. I heard a prostitute
saying at the Choppc that during the first week-end of the occupation
she made nearly twenty thousand francs. It seems I caught them
that night a little off-stage and away from their propaganda
instructions. That's all.